A Level Sociology
Bridging Course

Sociology Bridging Course
Task 1 – Assessing the impact of social characteristics
Read each article then answer the corresponding questions in detail.
Class
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2018/06/marshmallow-test/561779/
1. Define immediate gratification and delayed gratification.
2. What does the most recent research tell us about delayed gratification? How does this link to family
structure?
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/06/07/the-stark-relationshipbetween-incomeinequality-and-crime
3. According this article, how does wealth influence people’s perception of crime?
Age
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/may/24/nhs-faces-staggering-increase-incost-of-elderlycare-academics-warn-dementia
4. What impact is an ageing population having on public services? Is there anything that can be done to
change this?
Gender
Read the article and answer the questions.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-44370240
5. What factors have contributed to making this change? How does this link to the objectification of
women? How would feminists view this?
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-life/10857716/Britains-gangster-girls-The-darkside-offemale-empowerment-The-rise-of-women-and-females-running-gangs.html
6. Are the rise of ‘girl gangs’ a direct effect of female liberation? How else could they be explained?
Ethnicity
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-44214748
7. Summarise the statistics presented in this article. Is this evidence of institutional racism or wider
racism in society?
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2018/may/26/secret-teacherhistory-bias-school-fearstudent-future
8. Define the term ethnocentric curriculum. What changes would you suggest need to be made, if any,
to the UK’s education system?
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Task 2 - Analysing the media for stereotypes
Content analysis is a sociological research method, which was created by Ros Gill (1988) in
order to analyse the messages of the mass media. It involves identifying categories of
messages, then recording how many times each type of message appears within a particular TV
show / film / newspaper etc.
Your task is to carry out your own content analysis on any Disney film of your choice in order to
analyse its use of gender stereotypes. Conduct your research by following these steps:





Step one: Write a list of stereotypical ‘boy’ behaviors and stereotypical ‘girl’ behaviors.
Try to include as many examples as possible and be as stereotypical as you can!
Step two: Create a simply tally chart with the following four categories: stereotypical
‘boy’ behavior by male characters, stereotypical ‘girl’ behavior by male characters,
stereotypical ‘girl’ behavior by female characters, and stereotypical ‘boy’ behavior by
female characters.
Step three: Watch a Disney film aimed at younger children. Each time you see an
example of one of the categories, record it on your tally chart. By the end of the film,
you will have a good idea of how stereotypical the behavior of the characters was.

Once you have conducted your research, you need to write up your findings. Your write up
should address the following questions:







What were your findings? Was the behavior of the characters stereotypical? Can you
give some key examples of particular stereotypical or non-stereotypical characters?
Is it a problem if children’s films are stereotypical? Why? Why might someone disagree
with you?
Should the media avoid using stereotypes? Why?
How much does the media shape our opinions?
Do you think that it is a good or bad thing that children are more exposed to the media
than in the past? Why?
In what ways was content analysis a useful research method? What issues or limitations
does content analysis have as a research method?
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Task 3 – Reflecting on gender differences in education
Write at least one A4 page about how and why male and female students may have different
educational experiences. Include the following:








Statistics about gender differences in exam achievement. Why do you think this is the
case? Give three developed reasons.
Differences between how teachers may view male and female students.
Differences in subject choice of male and female students.
Differences between expectations and aspirations of male and female students.
Differences in behaviour of male and female students.
Differences in peer groups of male and female students.
Differences in opportunities given to male and female students.
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