Level 3 Performing Arts

Bridging Course

Welcome to Level 3 Performing Arts!
The course you are about to embark on will allow you to develop a vast array of
physical skills in addition to developing your theoretical understanding of
practitioners, playwrights and texts.

You will need to work through the tasks in this booklet in detail and keep the
work you create in a lever arch folder entitled ‘Unit 1: Investigating
Practitioners’. This is the externally assessed written exam that you will sit in
Year 13, however you will have 1 lesson a week exploring key practitioners and
their repertoire throughout year 12, analysing the contextual influences on
them, to ensure you have the knowledge and understanding to be successful.
You will need to begin recording all of the books/websites/articles/
journals/sources you use in this task and throughout the course in a
bibliography. This bibliography will be added to throughout Year 12 and 13 and
forms part of your external assessment so you need to keep it electronically
(don’t forget to back it up!)
At the end of this booklet you will find a suggested reading list; it is very
important that you engage in wider reading to add depth to your analysis in all
of your units, so you don’t just have to read what is on this list – try and read a
wide range of materials on the subject.
You will be expected to hand in your completed work from this booklet
(including the bibliography) within your first Drama lesson of Year 12 – don’t
forget!

Have fun 

Task 1:
Unit 1 requires you to analyse the contextual factors that have influenced
practitioner’s work; that will include the plays they have written or the plays
they have chosen to adapt or direct.
Below you will see a list of practitioners; these are the practitioners we will
cover within Unit 1 (we may explore others) and for this task you will be
researching the contextual influences on them.
You will need to complete a ‘context table’ per practitioner that includes
quotations from your research.
To do this you will need to research what was going on in the world throughout
each practitioners working life that has had a clear influence on the work they
have produced, you will then need to categorise this research into one of the 7
types of context: Historical, Social, Culitral, Economical, Geographical,
Technological, Political.
For each ‘type’ of research you need to find 3 quotations that clearly
demonstrate how that context has impacted upon their work and record these
on the table (see below for template)

Practitioners:
Frantic Assembly
John Godber
DV8
Kneehigh
Pina Bausch
Steven Berkoff

Context Table Template:

Type of Contextual
Influence
Historical

Example One (with
quote/ref)

Example Two (with
quote/ref)

Example Three (with
quote/ref)

e.g.
“Quotation from a book
I have read” (3) – this is
the number of that book on
my bibliography.
Brief explanation of the
impact on the
practitioner’s work and
how the quote relates.

Social

Cultural

Economic

Geographical

Technical

Political

TIP: number each source you record on your bibliography (e.g. 1,2,3) then when you record a quotation
from that source on the table you can number it based on its corresponding number on the bibliography.
Believe me – you will thank me when it comes to referencing!
TIP 2: complete this table electronically – it is so much easier to edit/add to throughout the unit in year
12! Just keep a printed up to date hard copy in your folder.

Task 2:
You are to answer the following question (typed and printed) using the information you
have gathered in task 1. You are to use quotations and reference them. There is a
quick ‘How to Reference’ lower down the page.
You are to focus on the structure of your response and the comparative nature of your
analysis (you should decide on one by the end of your answer!)
You should spend approximately 70 minutes on writing your answer; I would advise
you to ensure all research is completed prior to starting.

Question:
To what extent has the work of Steven Berkoff and John Godber been influenced by
political factors? You are to compare the works and influences of both practitioners
and identify which of the two has been influenced the most by political factors.

How to Reference
The easiest way for you to reference your work is to use the footnoting method.
You will be taught how to Harvard Reference in Year 12 (the preferred method by
Universities)
Footnoting
(Microsoft Word will do this for you if you click on the references tab at the top, then
click insert footnote)
Manual Footnoting: As you type your essay after a quotation you type a number that
links to your numbered bibliography, you then insert a footer at the bottom of the
page with the numbers and the full reference.

Suggested Reading List for Level 3 Drama:
You may be able to access most of these online or be able to loan them from a local public
library. There is no expectation for you to read or access everything, however the more you
read and see the more informed you will be.
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